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Special Needs and Choice Districts

INTRODUCTION

 

 

 

 

Unique
Schools Serving Unique Students: Charter Schools and Children with Special Needs



WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT HOW SPECIAL NEEDS ARE MET IN
CHOICE REGIMES?



 

 

 

 

TYPICAL CHALLENGES WHEN CHOICE MEETS SPECIAL NEEDS

�“Free and appropriate public education�” at the LEA level.

Choice schools as their own LEAs.



Choice schools as part of district LEA.

Special needs and accessibility.

Disincentives, risk and liability for charter schools.



WHAT CAN BE DONE TO MAKE CHOICE WORK FOR STUDENTS WITH
UNIQUE NEEDS?

Students With Other Special Needs



Shared costs, services and risks.

Programs within schools or specialized schools to target special education students.

Improved authorizing, oversight.



Improved access to equitable resources.

Who is the advocate for students with special needs?

Is the district a regulator, or a provider, or both?

Should there be common discipline policies?

Do financial incentives need to be addressed?



Who has legal responsibility?

CONCLUSION




